
 Niles Charter Township 
320 Bell Road 

Niles MI 49120 
 

Park Commission Meeting 6:00 P.M. 
May 11, 2020 

Minutes 
 

1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Jill DeLucia at 6:03 pm. 
Present via phone were Commissioners: Jordan Perkins, Wayne Perkins, Chris 
Warburton, Sarah Craig Pratt, Trustee Chris Vella and Chair Jill DeLucia. Jill 
noted she filed the attendance forms last month as noted and will again this month. 

2. Approval of Minutes:  Motion by W. Perkins and seconded by J. DeLucia to 
accept the April 13, 2020 Minutes as submitted. All in favor, motion carried. 5-0.  

3. Petitions from the Public: None submitted. Informally, people have said they are 
using the IMRV Trail and it is busy!  

4. Correspondence: Only Facebook comments of using the Trail. Chair DeLucia 
asked Angie Cole about getting our signatures for reelection. If we cannot get them 
filled in time, we can pay $100 to get on the ballot. The funds will be returned if 
elected. Harry Thibault contacted Jill and Sarah via email with some comments 
about spring trail usage.  

5. Treasurer’s Report: W. Perkins has reported there is no change so no vote 
needed.   

6. Park Maintenance Report per Township Trustee Christine Vella: Trustee C. 
Vella noted that there has been discussion of the location of the new fountain and 
what is being done at the Township Hall to get the parks and community open 
including getting the staff back in the office. The Hall will have some structural 
changes/upgrades such as plexiglass and such for the safety of the staff. For next 
month we will see about meeting in person. TBD. 

7. Park Reports 
a. Community Park: Commissioner Warburton reported the gate is still 

locked and closed. It might be the issues with the gate or whether to 
follow Berrien County or State of Michigan in terms of following COVID 
protocol. Chris did note (after parking and walking in) the door was fixed 
and things look good.  

b. Fulkerson Park: Commissioner Warburton noted the “rules sign” still 
needs to be tightened up a bit. Some usage in the park. Two basketball 
hoops need nets.  

c. South Fireman’s Park: Commissioner W. Perkins stated there are a lot of 
people parking and walking the trail. We need to find out what the 
Pickleball League is planning for the year.  

d. Samson Park: Commissioner J. Perkins reported there might still be large 
fallen limbs but he has not been there in a while. The parking area is 
muddy and needs a batch of gravel. 

e. N. Fireman’s Park: Commissioner J. Perkins reported that the swing set 
area needs another layer of padding as it has settled over the winter.   



f. Trail Report: Many people are taking advantage of weather and walking 
the trail. Signage is now up on Phase 2 yet. Drinking fountain location 
decision with Jim Vella is still in the works once we can go out again. 
Chris Martin reached out to Jim Ringler about the Quick Claim Deed for 
the extension north of town. Still waiting to get an answer.  

g. “Ontario” Park: J. DeLucia reported everything is on hold as this is a 
nonessential task. Jill’s meeting with Jim Vella is still on the table but 
waiting for things to open up. Jim Ringler has spoken with Mr. Selge 
about doing the demolition work but we do not know the cost to the 
Township.  
 

8. Old Business  
a. None. 

 
9. New Business 

a. Sarah Craig Pratt participated in the Bike Michiana Coalition quarterly 
meeting on May 1 and reported the following:  

i. IMRVT is open and the Port-a-Johns are in for the season. 
ii. We have some citizens trying to get a ride organized for the 

summer but with COVID all is on hold. 
iii. We are working on a water station installation but it, too, is a bit on 

hold. 
iv. The trailhead at “Ontario Park” is also in the works but a bit on 

hold. 
v. If riding to Michigan, make note of our Golden Spike installed 

11.9.19 at the state line. 
b. Nominating petitions have been submitted by all current members of the 

Parks Commission up for reelection.   
 

 
Motion for adjournment by Commissioner C. Warburton. Seconded by J. DeLucia. All in 
favor, motion carried 5-0. Meeting electronically adjourned at 6:39 pm.  
 
 
Submitted by:  
Commissioner Sarah Craig Pratt  
 


